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To the clergy, men and women religious, basic Christian 
communities and all men of goodwill, peace and the blessings 
of the Lord. 


INTRODUCTION 


We are addressing the Nicaraguan community, of which we 
ourselves are a part, in its search for the path of truth and the 
implementation of justice during this stage of the revolutionary 
process in our country that is being watched today by many people 
throughout the world. We wish to speak with the clarity deman- 
ded by the Gospel (Mt 5:37) and the Christian community and all 
the people of Nicaragua to whom we are bound. We speak as min- 
isters of the Church conscious that many Christians have partici- 
pated actively in the revolution and are working today for its con- 
solidation. We believe that this message can be of service to the 
people of God by encouraging them in their commitment and 
helping them to discern what is the role of the Holy Spirit in the 
revolutionary process. As a Church, we are conviced that there is 
much that remains to be done and that we have not always been 
fully aware of the needs of our people. 

We cannot conduct this discernment alone, we recall and 
make our own the wise words of Pope Paul VI: ‘In Christian com- 
munities it is necessary to discern, with the help of the Holy Spirit 
in communion with the Bishops who have authority, in dialogue 
with our fellow Christians and all people of goodwill, options and 
commitments that must be made in order to bring about the social, 
political and economic changes that are felt to be urgently needed 
in each case’. (Octogesima Adveniens n.4). For this reason this 
pastoral letter is also an appeal to continue dialogue with the Chris- 
tian communities and a request to those in close touch with the 
reality of our situation, that they may be able to find the true 
spirit ‘to unite with the Church in effectively moving the history 
of our people towards the Kingdom’ (Puebla 274). We know 
that itis not for us to offer ‘silver and gold’ (Acts 3:6) nor to 
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suggest political and economic solutions but to proclaim the Good 
News. 

We wish to speak with humility and simplicity because we 
are ministers and members of the same Church that is ‘holy and 
at the same time in need of purification’. (Lumen Gentium 8; 
Evangelii Nuntiandi 15.) 

We will discuss briefly in our letter the following points: 

1. Christian commitment for a New Nicaragua 

2. The motivation of the Gospel 

3. The responsibility and challenge of today 


PART I: CHRISTIAN COMMITMENT FOR A NEW 
NICARAGUA 


Achievements 


We would like to start with brief remarks on the achievements of 
the revolutionary process which enables us to: 


(a) Realise that, having passed through years of suffering and 
social marginalisation, our people have gained sufficient experience 
to change this situation into a wider and more profoundly libera- 
ting action. 

In a heroic struggle our people defended their right to live with 
dignity, peace and justice. This has been the deep significance of 
a lived resistance against a regime that had violated and repressed 
human, personal and social rights. As in the past we denounced 
this situation as being contrary to the demands of the Gospel, so 
now we re-affirm that we accept as our own the profound motiva- 
tion of this struggle for justice and for life. 

(b) Realise that the blood of those who sacrificed their lives 
during this prolonged struggle, the selfless involvement of a youth 
longing for a just society and the eminent role played by women 
(discriminated against by society) all along in this process, reveal 
the new energies that have been generated for the building up of a 
new Nicaragua. _All this manifests the uniqueness of the historic 
experience we aré now living through. At the same time the 
struggle of our people to become the architects of their own future 
has been profoundly influenced by the thinking and the work of 
Augusto Cesar Sandino. This constitutes the originality of the 
Nicaraguan Revolution, giving it its distinctive style, a well-defined 


option for social justice and the affirmation of national values and 
international solidarity. 


(c) Recognise the joy of poor people who, for the first time, 
after a long period of history know they are the masters of their 
land, the expression of a revolutionary creativity that opens up wide 
and fruitful scope to all who are Struggling against an unjust and 
oppressive system and are desirous to build up a new humanity. 

(d) Value the determination with which, right from the day of 
the victory, efforts were made to institutionalise the revolutionary 
process on a legal basis. This was manifested in the decision to 
implement the programmes promised before the victory, e.g., the 
promulgation of the Statutes of Rights and Guarantees of Nicara- 
guan citizens; safeguarding the freedom of information, of the 
political party organisation, of worship, of movement, the first 
steps for land reforms etc. Further, this determination is expressed 
in the innovative capacity to plan and put into action a national 
literacy campaign which vivifies the spirit of our people and 
enables them to better control their own destiny and to participate 
with greater responsibility and foresight in the revolutionary process. 

(e) Recognise a conflict of interests in the country provoked 
by land reform and the expropriation of large landed holdings 
etc.; conflicts which can grow more intense under the impact of 
the transformation of the economic, social, political and cultural 
structures. 

(f) Finally, we see the risks, dangers and errors that are part 
of the revolutionary process, well aware that in history there are 
no processes which are humanly speaking, absolutely without blem- 
ish. It is for this reasont hat we stand for the freedom to criti- 
cally express one’s opinion as an indispensable requirement for 
pointing out and correcting errors and for consolidating the 
achievements of the revolutionary process. 


Tasks ahead 


It is our belief that the present revolutionary moment offers us 
an opportunity to translate into reality the Church’s option for the 
poor. Of course, we have to keep in mind that no historical revo- 
lutionary realisation can actualise the infinite possibilities of justice 
and the total solidarity of the Kingdom of God. We would like 
to insist that our acceptance of the revolutionary process does not 
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involve naivete or blind enthusiasm much less the creation of a 


new idol which we adore without questioning. Christian dignity, 
responsibility and liberty are attitudes that cannot be given up if 
there has to be an active participation in the revolutionary process. 


As every human process ours, too, is vulnerable to possible errors, 


and abuses. Not afew of the people in Nicaragua begin to have 
certain apprehensions and fears. It is our duty as pastors to re- 
spond to these anxieties of the people, whom we serve, and to dis- 
cern the objective facts that cause them; those that are the result of 
abuses and negligence, those that are the outcome of the means at 
our disposal and the limitations posed by the present conditions — 
we denounce all these errors lest the demagogues exploit them 
for their own ends. The government has created proper channels 
which, we believe, will be increasingly effective to handle complaints 
about the revolutionary process. This points to the need of a dia- 
logue, which may be brief, and we know that not all agree with 


our perception of some concerns that have come to our notice and | 


which we consider very important. 

Though it has beea the policy of those who came into power to 
avoid executions and maltreatment of prisoners, and to appeal to 
the people not to take justice into their own hands, abuses have 
taken place. These distressing situations were the work of some lo- 
cal leaders. Our task will be to bring to the attention of the national 
authorities the abuses that have been reported to us, assured that 
they will know how to rectify them as the scope of their authority 
and national integration increases. There has been much talk 
about disorder and even chaos in the administration. We have to 
remind ourselves that we are living ina moment of creativity and 
transition, and that the responsibility for reconstruction is that of 
the whole people, not only some sections of them. These sorrow- 
ful situations are created mostly by some local leaders. 

In relation to the freedom of the political party organisation, we 
consider of utmost importance the conscious and active participa- 
tion of the people who form the majority in the revolutionary 
process through which we live presently. This has to be achieved 
through the existing organisation of popular democracy and those 
that will be created, and through a national dialogue. Various 
forces have made a generous contribution to the historical process 
and none of them should be prevented from making it. Above 


all these forces, it is obvious that the Sandinist Front for National 
Liberation holds a special place in our country’s history. In our 
opinion, in order to consolidate its position, its main task should 
be to keep calling on all the people to make their own history 
through the decisive participation of many in our national life. 
‘This demands from the present leadership an absolute fidelity to 
the poor, in accordance with the principles of justice and worthy 
of the name which the ‘Sandinists’ earned for themselves during 
the liberation struggle. 


What is Socialism ? 


Many are fearful and are anxious that this on-going process is 
taking Nicaragua to socialism. And people ask what we bishops 
think of socialism. 

If, as some think, socialism defeats itself by depriving indivi- 
duals and peoples of the capacity to be architects of their history, 
if it attempts to subject the people blindly to the manipulation and 
dictates of those who arbitrarily exercise power, then we cannot 
accept such an inauthentic or spurious socialism. Nor can we 
accept a socialism which, transgressing its competence, would 
attempt to deprive the individual of the right to have religious 
motivation in his life, or of the right to express this motivation 
and his conviction publicly, whatever his religious affiliation. 

It would be equally unacceptable to deny parents the right to 
educate children according to their own convictions or any other 
human right. 

On the contrary, if socialism, as it should, means priority of the 
interests of the majority of Nicraguans, and the realisation of a na- 
tionally planned economy which stresses solidarity and increasing 
participation of all, then we have no objection whatsoever. Such 
a social programme which guarantees a common utilisation of 
goods and resources, and which, on this basis of satisfying the 
basic needs of all, enhances the quality of human life, seems just 
to us. If socialism means a progressive decrease of injustices and 
of the traditional inequalities between urban and rural areas, be- 
tween remuneration of intellectual and manual labour; if it means 
participation of the worker in the product of his labour and 
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setting an end to economic alienation, then there is nothing in 
Christianity which would be opposed to this process. Only recently 
Pope John Paul I] himself expressed at the United Nations his 
concern over the radical separation between work and property. 

If socialism implies that power is exercised from the perspective 
of the great majority and with increasing participation of an organ- 
ised people, thus bringing about a real transfer of power to the 
popular classes, then again there is only encouragement and 
support for it in our faith. 

If socialism leads to cultural processes that arouse in the masses 
of the people a sense of dignity and encourages them to accept 
responsibility and demand their rights, then it constitutes a process 
of humanisation in accord with the human dignity proclaimed 
by our faith. 

As regards class struggle we are of the view that a dynamic class 
struggle which leads to a just transformation of social structures, 
is one thing; quite different is a class hatred directed against persons 
which radically contradicts the basic Christian responsibility of 
being guided by love. 

Our faith teaches us that it is an inescapable Christian respon- 
sibility to gain ‘mastery of the world’, to transform the land and all 
the resources of production, so that it will be possible for people 
to live and to make of Nicaragua a land of justice, solidarity, peace 
and freedom, in which the Christian anouncement of the Kingdom 
of God will acquire its full meaning. 

We are above all confident that the revolutionary process will 
result in something original, creative, profoundly national and un- 
mistakably Nicaraguan. For, all that we seek to promote toge- 
ther with the majority of the people from Nicaragua is a process 
leading steadily towards a society completely and authentically 
Nicaraguan, neither capitalist nor dependent nor totalitarian. 


PART II: GOSPEL INSPIRED MOTIVATION 


On several occasions in the past we have endeavoured to throw the 
light of the Gospel on the situation of our country (cfr. our mes- 
Sages of January 8, 1977, and of January 8, 1978). More recently, 
on June 2 of this year we affirmed the right of the Nicaraguan 
people to take part in revolutionary insurrection. In doing so we 
relied each time on our fidelity to the Gospel and to the traditional 
teaching of the Church. 

Now again we fell impelled by this new situation to speak a 
word of faith and hope concerning the on-going revolutionary pro- 
cess and how through it we can achieve what the Gospel demands 
of us. 

We ask you to bear in mind a fundamental truth to our Chris- 
tian faith, which we are rediscovering as central to the present 
situation in our country and in the process of revolutionary change. 


Proclamation of the Kingdom of God 


The announcement of the Kingdom of God is the core of the mes- 
sage of Jesus. This Kingdom is based on the love of the Father for 
every human being, which gives to the poor a preferential place. 
This Kingdom has universal singificance and nothing can be exclu- 
ded from its reach. To proclaim it means to announce the God of 
this Kingdom and His fatherly love as the foundation of a brother- 
hood among all men. 

Jesus makes it clear that the Kingdom of God is constituted by 
love and justice (cfr. Lk.4, 16-20) because it is a Kingdom of life. 
It is only in the context of building up this reign that the participa- 
tion and collaboration of all in the on-going process is possible 
and will make it possible for the people of Nicaragua to find true 
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life. We have been constantly proclaiming this faith in God. But 
we feel moved to insist on it anew because of the exceptional 
urgency we face today to express this faith in a concrete form. To 
believe in this God means to give life to others, to love them 
truly and to practise justice. The type of life which God desires 
for the people of Nicaragua, can only be realised by radically 
eliminating the expressions of selfishness as well as the self-interest 
which for so many years have corrupted the life of our society. 
Let us remember how this corruption led to the tragic death of 
many of our brothers. This makes us insist on the need for all to 
practise love and justice, inspiring each one to forget oneself and 
think rather of what can give and contribute. 


Commitment to the Gospel 


The Kingdom cannot be proclaimed without making it present 
in history which encompasses us. It is in the effort of doing pre- 
cisely this that the authenticity of our faith in a God, who brings 
liberation, is judged. We are challenged to establish what Sacred 
Scripture calls ‘justice and right’ in favour of the poor. This 
commitment validates our faith in Christ who during his life pro- 
claimed the Kingdom of God. There can be no faith without - 
witness, and this is given through concrete action. Only in this 
context is the proclamation by word intelligible and valid. Through 
our commitment to the poor and our stand against social injustice, 
our faith becomes truly fruitful for others as well as for ourselves. 
We become real Christians by acting as Christians. Without this 
solidarity with the poor our proclamation of the ‘Good News’ 
would remain but empty words. Liberating evangelisation implies 
a commitment to the liberation of our people. The Bishop stated 
this in their meeting at Puebla: ‘The Gospel must help us under- 
Stand that, in the reality of Latin America in which we live, it is 
impossible to truly love our brothers, and therefore God himself, 
without commitment on the personal level and, in many cases, on 
the level of structures as well’ (n.327.) | For this very reason our 
people have involved themselves with immense and persistent hope 
in the struggle for their full and total liberation. 
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Liberation and Justice 


The liberation in Jesus Christ comprises the various dimensions of 
human life-within which God wants that man should have life 
and have it in abundance. For this purpose God created man 
according to a plan which links together dominion over the world, 
social relations and relations with God. It is in relation to 
nature first of all, that man is to find satisfaction of his basic 
needs. He is to dominate it through a planned economy at 
the service of man, destined to be the basis of a just society 
which must be charactrised by relations between persons which 
express an authentic brotherhood implying a real participation of 
all in giving orientation to the society to which they belong. For 
us today this must be primarily focused on justice for the oppressed 
as an effort ‘of liberation for those who need it most’ (Puebla 327). 
Liberation, however, includes first and foremost a new relation 
to God for sons and daughters who strive to live His gratuitous 
love. This is the deepest foundation for their relationship to na- 
ture and for the social dimension of their lives. To reject one’s 
brother is to reject God himself. On the other hand, to love the 
poor and oppressed is to love the Lord himself (Mt. 25, 31-46). 
Complete liberation includes these three levels which are in fact 
interrelated. To overlook one of them is to do diminish the rights 
and potentialities of the human person. To accept the free gift of 
the Father implies a commitment to struggle for justice and the 
creation of a brotherhood among men. This, in turn, will find its 
full meaning in the discovery of the liberating love of God in 
history. 


Social Commitment 


The Kingdom of God, the core of the message of Jesus, postu- 
lates at the same time a social commitment and an indispensable 
critical attitude which judges history and refuses to absolutise any 
of its achievements. It keeps history more open to human creati- 
vity and to the outpouring of the grace of the Lord. 

We now live through an exceptional period of our national exis- 
tence in which the Kingdom of God can be effectively witnessed 
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and proclaimed. It would be grave infidelity on our part to the 
Gospel if in this crucial moment we were to fail in giving concrete 
expression to our preferential option for the poor, so insistently 
demanded from us by Pope John Paul IJ and the Episcopal Con- 
ference of Puebla. This could well happen because of fears and 
failures or because of feelings of insecurity which assail many in 
the midst of radical changes in our society, or because of petty or 
overriding individual interests. 

This option does presuppose a renunciation of old ways of 
thinking and acting, a deep-going conversion of us as a Church. 
Indeed it requires the Church to stand in the world as poor and 
the natural ally of the poor, in conformity with its Divine Foun- 
der and with the proclamation of the Kingdom of God. Never 
before in the history of Nicaragua has it become so urgent as 
today for the Church to ratify in a credible manner this preferen- 
tial option for the poor. 

The poor about whom Jesus speaks, those he came in contact 
with, are the really poor, the hungry, the afflicted, the oppressed. 
They comprise all those who do not count in organised society and 
who are in fact rejected by it. Being thus in solidarity with the 
poor, Jesus anounced the love of the Father for every human 
being and faced suffering, persecution and even death. 


Preferential Option for the Poor 


It is here, Nicaraguan brethren, that our faith in Jesus and in the 
God of life incarnate should enlighten Christian commitment 
to the present revolutionary process. The preferential option for 
the poor must be the primary contribution of the Church in 
Nicaragua. This implies active support to such measures and legi- 
slation that free the poor from marginalisation, restore their rights 
and stregthen their organisations through they can achieve true 
freedom. We cannot avoid risks and the possibility of making 
mistakes, as these are inherent in all efforts at making history. 
On the contrary, we believe it is our duty to point these out with 
clarity and courage and in the spirit of the Gospel we are commis- 
sioned to proclaim. It is our firm conviction that we should be 
able to do this adequately in the measure in which we humbly 
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_ discern the call of the Lord which comes 

of the times. = 

We are determined to seek this clarity and nurture this commit- 
ment jointly with the entire ecclesia] community of Nicaragua. We 

count on the support of all but especially of the poor, whose 

‘potential for evangelising’ we have discoverd, and who urge the 

entire Church to undergo a genuine conversion. (Puebla n. 1147.) 


to us through the signs 


— 
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PART III: CHALLENGE AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
PRESENT HOUR 


The eyes of Latin America as well as those of the Church of Latin 
America are directed towards Nicaragua. Our revolution has 
taken place at a moment in which the Catholic Church, as a result 
of Vatican II, Medellin and Puebla, has become increasingly 
conscious ot’ the fact that the cause of the poor is her own. 

In these days many members of the Church in this continent 
have given a convincing testimony to this solidarity. We know full 
well the amount of generosity and sacrifice a revolutionary process 
demands. We therefore, exhort you all, our brothers, to be united 
in a faith that gives motivation and strength, to be the first in ac- 
cepting the self-sacrifice our commitment to the construction of a 
new Nicaragua demands from us. 

First of all, the revolution calls us to profound conversion of 
heart. It demands from us further simplicity in our style of life. 
The war, and even more so the former social order, have left us 
despite the rich natural resources of the country, with a totally 
ruined economy. The flight from the country of persons with 
administrative competence and the confusion resulting from such a 
radical change in the system, have further aggravated the situation. 

We must be ready for austerity of life in view of the scarcity of 
goods, and ensure that those without purchasing power should not 
be the main sufferers. Aware of the invitation the Lord gives us 
to a life in poverty, we Christians must be the first in accepting 
with inner joy and generosity these days of deprivation, hopeful 
that they will open the way towards a more truly human and fra- 
ternal life in society. We shall experience existentially that it is not 
affluence, and still less consumerism, that brings satisfaction and ~ 
fulfilment to man, as we have been repeatedly reminded by Pope 
John Paul II. Man rather finds his fulfilment as a person ina 
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solidarity which makes the satisfaction of basic physical needs 
possible and allows all to be the creators of a higher level of 
culture, of working conditions that are more human and more 
productive and thus more conducive to the spiritual development 
of man. We also wish to make our appeal to halt the flight of 
capital, and to bring back such capital to the country for produc- 
tive investment. We think it is imperative that the terms of inter- 
national trade and the conditions under which the external debts of 
Nicaragua are to be settled, must be more equitable. Thus, 
a significant contribution will be made towards alleviating a 
situation of scarcity, and immense human suffering will be 
prevented. 


Generosity of Youth 


The hope that animated this revolution was generated among the 
youth of Nicaragua more than among others. They, above all, 
have manifested an abundance of generosity and courage which has 
astounded the whole world. They are now the main architects of 
a new ‘civilisation of love’ which we all seek to build (Puebla n. 
1188). They will strive to effectively incarnate in the revolutionary 
process the central values of the ‘Good News’. They merit that 
the efforts of the Church for evangelisation should be directed 
with special concern towards them. 


Freedom in Apostolic Labour 


For the Church we bishops of Nicaragua demand no other privilege 
except the freedom to bring the ‘Good News’ to the people. We 
understand this as a precious service we want to render them ina 
spirit of humility. In view of this mission of evangelisation the 
Church only desires to have ‘The wise scope of freedom required 
for accomplishing its apostolic tasks without interference: freedom 
of worship, of education in faith, of developing such activities 
which enable the people to translate the moral imperatives which 
derive from faith itself into the spheres of their personal, familial 
and social life’. (Puebla 144.) The people of God has to renew 
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its vitality within the life of Christian basic communities which 
tend towards even more really lived brotherhood. The Church 
must learn and teach others to perceive events from the perspective 
of the poor whose cause is also the cause of Christ. By making 
its own the cause of all the people of Nicaragua, the Church is 
confident of being able to contribute substantially to the vast 
changes the country is undergoing. 

We pray that the Virgin of the Magnificat, who sings about the 
dethronement of the powerful and the exaltation of the humble 
ones (Lk. 2:52) may accompany us and help us to accept in a 
Christian spirit our responsibility in the midst of the difficult and 
painful task of successfully acccomplishing the building up of a new 
Nicaragua—in this hour in which the option for the poor ‘opens 
up new horizons of hope’ (Puebla n. 1165). 


Given in Managua 
November 17, 1979 
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